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* General Epiſtle 


TO ALL 


FRIENDS 


Who are Convinced of the 


* RUT H. 


With aWord - Exhortation to Friends, 


| To bediligent in keeping their Mens & ,Wo- 
mens Mcetings, for the Service of Truth, : 
With a Teſtimony to the ſame. 


Alſo, an Invitation to all that come to our 
Meetings to hear the Truth declared; not to 

> reſt in hearing, but to come.into Obedience 
thereunto, that ſo their Souls may be ſaved. 
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LONDON, © 


Printed by Andrew Sowle, and are ſold at his Shop in Devonſlure 
New-buildings, near Brſh0ps-Gate, 1680. 
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; WHO ARE 


Convinced of the Truth. 

Y Dear and Well-beloved Friends every where, whs 
are the Called and Choſen of the Lord, to confeſs his 

Truth amongſt men, and to beas his Name in Righteouſ- 

nefs in the midft of this Crooked and Perverſe Generation, amongſt 

whom the Lord hath planted us, who know not the Lord, neither 

are they acquainted with the Operationef his Hand, neither can 

they perceive what the Lord is now a doing, who hath begun a great 

Work in the Earth, which none can know whilſt they hate the 

Light, and live in Darkneſs, and rebel againft God's good Spirit g 

fromfſuch the Viſion is ſhut, and unto them the Book is ſealed, and 

the Sun is ſet, and Night and Darkneſs is upon them : But unto you 

: that fear the Name of the Lord, on you the Son of Righteouſneſs 

? is ariſen, according to the Promile, blefſed be the Name of the Lord 

our God, by which you come to ſee the Way of the Lord, which * 

the Wayfaring man Travels to the Kingdom of God by, which 

4 Light and holy Spirit of Truth, the Lord is revealing his ſecrets ts 

F them that fear him, and making known the great Myſtery of _ 
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and Salvation to all them that are turned unto him, and in their 


Hearts and Souls more defire the encreaſe of the Knowledge of 
the Lord, than any thing this World can or doth afford : And to 
obtain this their Defire, they arc made freely willing to forſake Fa- 
ther and Mother, Wife and Children, Houſe and Land, and all that 
is near and dear to them in this World, that they may obtain Peace 
with God, through Jeſus Chriſt, while in this World, and in the 
World to come, Life Everlaſting: Oh! bleffed of the Lord are 
you, and ſhall you be forever, who continue in this Mind, who 
fee a ſhortneſs and an Emptineſs in all things without the Enjoy- 
ment of his Fulneſs, who feeds the Hungry Soul with Bread 
irom Heaven, and gives of the Water of Life to them that. 
chirſt for it, through which the Lord refreſhes the weary Soul, 
and ftrengthens the weak in their Journey, who are Trayclling Hea- 
ven-wards. 

Oh! my dear Friends and Fellow-Travellers in this holy Way of 
the Lord, which God, through the Riches of his abundant Grace 
and Goodneſs, hath made known unto our Hearts and Souls, unto 
Vou it is upon me, in the Name of the Lord, to write to you all, 
in the tender Love of my God, and your God, whole powerful 
and pure Springs of divine Virtue at this time overcomes my Heart, 
and refreſhes my Soul, by which my Heart is tendred before the 
Lerd, and my Soul refreſhed in my Bonds, in him, and is his pure 
Life, which even at this time moves upon my Heart, to write unts 
v0U in the tender Life and Love of our God, in which I have caufe 
to believe it will be received by all that are in the ſame, in which 
dearly ſalute you all, from the leaft tirrings of this pure Life, to 
the greateſt Growth therein; for in this Life and Love of God is 
our Unity forever, which was before Death was, and ſhall he the 
Fortion of a Remnant, when Death and Darkneſs ſhall be no 
more. 

And now unto you, my Dear and Elder Brethren, who have 
kept your Habitatiens in this pure Life, and grow up in it as Trees 
of Righteouſneſs, whole Fruits are holy and Leaves hcaling, and 
whole Life is in the pure Love of God, in which you have becn 
made ferviceable unto the Nations, and a Blefling in the Hand of the 
Lord, unto the People; for by you many have been turned unto 

che 


. a 


| 3 
the Lord, and into the Right Way, that were travelling in a Wronp 
Way; and the Weak and Feeble, by you have been ſtrengthened 
inthe Way of God, who hath made you as P.1].xs in his Houſe, and 
Overſeers over his Fleck, who doit Freely of a Willing Mind, foc 
which you are worthy of double Honour. for your Work's ſake, 
which is not the Honour of Men, by any Flattery or outward Ap- 
plauſe; but the Honour which cometh from God alone, inthe pure 
Order of Life, in Honour, preferring you before, who are to in the 
Truth, who have tecnas Enſamples to the reſt; ani your Admoni- 
tions and Counſels have been Grave, Sound and Weighty unto the 
Younger in the Truth, and are of a good Savour and blefſ2d Service 
to a!] that keep their Habitations inthe Truth, and retain the Sa- 


 vour of Life, and bow to the Law of God, which is pure and Spi- 


ritual : But as for them that have caſt-off their firſt Lure, 
and have leſt Charity, which is the Bond of Peace, it is 
not to be heeded what they fay, who are. pone from the 
Simplicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, into Cratfr and Subrilty, 
they are gone ſrom the Root; and although they may make a flou- 
rith for atime, yet a Withering will come upon them, and they 
{hall be made to know, that Gods Love 1s unto yeu that 
have and do keep your Habitation in the Truth, and alſo muſt 
acknowledge it, if ever they return unto him, ſrom whom they ave 
fallen. ; 

And now, all dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters every where, 
vho are turned to the true Light of Jeſus Chriſt, and believe there- 
in, in it wait upon the Lord continually, that by it you may always 
ſes your way, in which you ought to walk, and feel God's Power 
to preſerve you inoffenlively before the Lord, and that you may be 
Harmleſs towards all men; for in this pure Light, Wildom's Foft; 
cone to be known, whereby all are to wait for Counſel and Inſtu- 
ion, that attend daily upon God, and come to receive the Wil- 
dom (that is above the Wiſdom of the World) which is needful 
for every one to know ; which Wiſdom cauſeth the Face to ſhine, 
and the Hearts of them that receive it to rejoyce in the Lord, who 
is the Fountain from whence it comes, for by it the Lord direRs and 
euides in his ewn Way, that is Well-pleaſing unto him, and in 
which our Hearts and Souls receive andenjoy trus Peace with God, 
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which none can take away from us, blefſed be his holy Name : Alſo, 


in this the Lord pxepares and enables all that receive it, and depend 
thereupon, and are guided thereby, to bear a faithful Teſtimony 
for the Lord in Times of Tryals, Exerciſes and Sufferings ; for 
although the Lord ſuffers his Children to be tryed through manifold 
Tryals and Exerciſes, which attend us for his Name and Truth's lake, 
yet his Loving-kindneſs he will never with-hold from thofe that truly 
truſtin him, And this, dear Friends, the Lord hath made us living 
Witnefſes of, whereby a Remnant can ſay, through a good and 
comfortable Experience of the Lords Mercy and Goodneſs unto our 
Souls and Hearts, even as in dayes paſt, [n af our Affiictsons he 1s 
Afﬀtifled: Ana the Angel of his Preſence ſaveth us. And therefore 
have we caufe tolove the Lord, who hath heard our Crycs; for by 
his Arm he hath gathered us, and by his Power he hath and doth 
preſerve us; and in his holy Light, which is the Way of Life and 
Salvation, the Lord is leading and guiding of us unto his holy Hill 
and eycriaſting Reſt, which is the Lot and Portion that the Righ- 
tcous in all all Ages defired and ſought after, whom God vifited 
with the Day of his Mercy, in which their Souls rejoyced ; as 
Chriſt faid of Abraham, He ſaw my Day, and was Glad: Andhow 
greatlydid Zacharsas, Elizabeth and Mary rejoyce and praiſe God, 
when he vifited them? and Simeom and Hannah, with many more, 
when the Lord viſited them with the Day ſpring from on high, they 
rcjoyced in it, and ſpoke of it unto all tht looked for Salvation, 
which Day was Chrift, coming and appearing unto them; forin 
him and by him areal] things received, that the Honcſt and Upright- 
hearted, that fear God, can delire; for he is the Seedof the Pro- 
miſe, that bruiles the Serpents Head, and overcomes Death, and 

ings Life and Immortality to Light, in rhe Soul that waits for it ; 
for on himthe Help is laid, who faves to the uttermoſt all that bc- 
[:eve and obey him; forin him all Fulneſs dwells. 

And now, all Tender-hearted Friends, whom the Lord hath vi- 
fited your Sovls, as he did his Servants and Hand-maids in days p:M, 
with the Day-pring from on High, this is the word of Exhortation 
nat lives upon my Heart unto you, Oh ! wait upon the Lord to ſee 
the Work of God, by Jeſus Chriſt, wrought and made known in ail 
your Hearts, 214t what isnot of him,you may fee overcome by him, 
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and hronght down by his Power into the Death, that fo you may 
2\\, 14t are conyinced by the Truth, witneſs a dying unto Sin, and 
<2 20 live unto Righteouſneſs through him; and having put off, 
35 c2Acerning your former Converſations, the old Man, with his 
reds; and having parted with your own Righteouſneſs, which is 
*\.e Phariſees Clothing, .and put on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, 
wi:ich is the Saints Clothing, you are thereby prepared to ſhew 
*orth the Praiſe of God, whilſt you are here, and allo ſhall thereby 
>e prepared to enter into his Glory, where your Souls ſhall reft 
with tne Lord, and pertake of that Feaſt that he hath prepared for 
all that ceny themſelves and follow Chriſt, and forſake their own 
Wills and obey the Will of God; for you are they that have the 
Wedding-Garments, and having Oyl in your Lamps, by which 
your Light ſhines before men, whereby God is glorified; for his 
Light doth not only ſhine in your Hearts, whereby it becomes your 
Guide, but it allo ſhines through you unto others, that are yet in 
Darkneſs; whereby Chriſts words come to be fulfilleg, who faid to 
them that believed in him,Ye are the Light ef the World and the Salt of 
the Earth; for all that receive his Light and Grace into their 
Hearts, they are to Seaſon the Earth by their Savoury Lives and 
Upright Converſations, by which we do reach to the good in all, 
and judge them that live in the Evil Converſation, whereby they 
(hall be made in the Day of Viſitation to confeſs, That the Lord 
is with us of a Truth, who hath called us to bear witneſs thereunto, 
and to confeſs his Name before men, although for it we do ſuffer, 
as the Servants of God did indays paſt, who have ſaid, That it is 
mot given to 14 only to belicve,but alſo to ſuffer : And the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Yea,and all that will live Godly in Chriſt-Zeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; 
which we ſee is now fulfilled in a Remnant, who love the Lord with- 
a! their Hearts; foz there is many that profeſs Chrift Jefus, that 
ſuffer nothing for him ; but thoſe that leave the Glory of the 
World, and the Sin-pleafing Pleaſures of the Fleſh, and follow 
_ Chriſt, they muſt and do ſuffer under them that live init, and them 
that leave the Teachings of Corrupt an1 Carnal men, and wait to 
be taught of God, they muft ſuffer ; and they that bear a faithful 
Teſtimony againſt Idolatry, and the Superſtitious Wayes and Inven- 
£107; tat ihe Prieſt: and People haye invented, in their dark Imagt- 

nations, 


£7ypt, where the Righteous ſuffer, all be mincful of that Arm 


(8) 
nition, who make void the Command of Chriſt, throush their 
Traditions, as their forc-Fathers, the Pharilees, did the Law of 
God, lo do they now, the Worſhip of God in Spirit and in Truth ; 
and they that Worthip God therein, they muſt and co luffer by this 
Generation, as the People of God did under the Scribes, Phari- 
ſes an Periecutors in dayes paſt, who perſecuted Chriſt, and 
called him, 4 Decerver, and A Blaſphemer; and who perſecuted 
the Apoſtles, calling them, Yam Babblers, and ſuch as turned the 
World Upſide down, and drew People from their Temples, and were 
ror ſubjett to their Law: Which is the Cry of the Prieſts now, 
a2ainſt choſe whom God hath brought forth ina Teſtimony apainft 
them; as the Upholders of Dzaza's Temple did, with all their 
Crafts- men, who were in aRage againſt the Apoſtles, and cryed 
one unto another, Sirs, You know that by this Crafi we have our Li- 
wing, andif we let theſe men alone, all men will follow them, and then 
87 Craft will come to nothing ;, much like the way of the Proud, Co- 
vetous and Envious Prieſts. | 
Now, concerning the Servants and Meſſengers of the Lord, unto 
whom God bath made known his Light and his Truth, which was 
before they were, and ſhall be when they ſhall be no more; for 
God is ariſen, and is going on in his mighty Power, and by the 
irength of his own Arm he wil] overturn all that tand in the Way of 
his Truth, and that opprefs his Sced, and offend his little Ones 
that believe in hi, Name, for whoſe ſake the Lord is ariſen to plead 
the Cauſe of his afflited Ones; for by ſtrength ſhall no man pre- 
vail: For becauſe of Oppreſſion of the Poor, and the Sighing of the 
Needy, the Lord will ariſe for Deliverance, and bring down the lofty 
City Babylon, and lay her Honour in the Duft , and her Merchants 


ſhall mourn, and her Lovers ſhail lament and bewail her, for the 


Aliſery that ſhall come upon her in the Day of the Lord determined : 
Which Day is dawned, in the Light of which, a Remnant ſee the 
Viſion is near to be fulfilled, that was ſeen of Babylon's Torments 
and her Merchants Miſery, that ſhall come upon her, and them 
that Trade with her; in which Day the Righteous ſhall rejoyce 
in the Lord, who hath ſaved and redeemed them out of her. 

And now,dear Friends, that are come out of Babylon, Sodom and 
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that hath brought you out,. and by which the Lord is leading! 


- and twelve fol- 
how many hath 


Eorner, but our Eyes, that God hath opened, ſee him near to' 
teach and puide vsin the Way, that is well-pleaſing in his ſight ; © 
and great is the Peace of all that obey hitn.” ' * Eos 
And all dear Brethren and Sifters, whom the Lord hath Called 
and Choſen, in your ſeveral places, to be a kind of firft Fruits unte 
him, to bear forth his Name in Righteouſneſs, and ſkew forth his 
Praiſe, and to be Inftruments in his Hand' to ſtrengthen the Weak, 
and to: ſupport the Feeble; and to refrefh the Bowels of the Poor, 
and to clothe the Naked, and'to ſupply ttiem' that are in want, ac- 
cording to their Neceſſity, and your Ability, which is a Service ac>' 
re Jr nr Tp B- EE On ceptable- 


that Trith requires for all to be diligent in, that havc-of the Things 


of this World; and the Apoſtles commend them that were diligent 


init, and laid it 'as a Ctarge. vpon them, .thas were Rich in this. 
World, 'n6t to be unmind nid their Duty.in that good Work, and 


which the Love of God conſtrains al the faithful tobe mindful of, 
now-in this our day .and 'tims; forſays Chriſt, The Poor you have 
alwayes with you. And. now, that. you may faithfully perform all 
zhole good Services which the 'Lord requires of you, according 


to your Ability he hath and doth 'give unto you,. all be diligent to" 


keep Four Mens and Woniens Meetings, | that are ſet up in the 
Power and Wiſdom'vf God, and is accompanied with the fame, as 
chere are many living Witnefſcs can, and do teftific the ſame ; even 
all that go to theſe Meetings, and keep them in the Simplicity of 


. their Hearts and Souls, as hoping and believing they ſhall meet with 


that their Hearts and Souls defire, which is the Preſence ef the 
Lord, and them he doth not ſend empty away, as4s. well known to 
you, © that according to the Integrity of your Hearts, he gives 
Wiſdom and Counſel, whereby he fits both Men and Women, and 
prepares them to perform what Service he hath for them to do in 
the Micetings, in which Meetings they have a good opportunity te 
clear their Conſciences. And eaſe your. minds one to another, 


when you have any thing lies upon you, and to ftir up one anther 


to the Performance of your Duties in your ſeveral Places and Call 
ings, and to take notice of any that come amongſt us, and do not 


anfwer Truth in their Converlations, that they in the render Life 
and Love of God may be dealt withal, and all other things whicle 


concern ous Teſtimony may, in the ſayour of Life, þe performed 


and carryed on, and the Peor way be relieved z-.and thus mecting im 
the Love of God, and being refrcihed with. the ſame inthe perfer- 
mance of your Duties and Services, return to your Far! rr again im 
Peace. And why any ſhould be againſt cither Mir os 'Vomen, 
(for this, I know not.) which love the Proſperity 01. 5:08, and des» 
fire the Peace of Feruſalem; bu, on the: contrary, «brre is true 
cauſe to Rejoyce, in that the Lord nath brought 5h Man £1d 
Woman into a true Capacity to ſery< him, anti to b< {£11 cexpionne 
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1) 
Bnto another in His holy Truth, by which he hath brought, and is 
bringing both Man and Woman out of the Fall, inte Chriſt that nee 
yer fcll, in whom Male and Ferpale arc all one, ;in whom is theBleG 
fog, and by whem all come to bc reftqred again into theis Scrviccts 
both Mcnand Women, and macehelpful one ynto. another; not on« 
ly in the outward Creation and Cencerns, . but alſo in the labour of 
the Goſpel and management of Truth's concerns; in which Work 
and Service, lctall be diligent in the performance of it, as well Wa- 
menas Men, all Eying-your Head Chriſt Jefus, from whom your 
Supply cymes : And all hediligent in keeping your Meetings, and 
let none be diſcouraged, becaufe of any oppoſition you may meet 
withal, from thoſe tizat ſes themſelves againſt Womens Meetings, 
becauſe (they ſay) they ſee no Service in them; that is no Rule 
for you to walk by, and to negle& your Duties, becauſe they fee 
no Servico in them; neither is it a ſufficient ground for chem that 
ſay ſo to oppoſe them, for ſuch ought to be quiet, and wait upon 
God in the Simplicity of their Hearts, out of af prejudice and wil- 
futncſs, to know the Mind of the Lord in this matter, ſeeing, viz. 
that by the ſame. Power of God, by which the Goſpel hath been 


preached, Womens Mectings were gathered and ſettled ; and who- 


fever lights them, or' the- Service thereof, do and will come ts 
foſs thereby, for the Lord is with them, who hath made them a 
Blefling in his Hand -- For the Teftimony of the Lord's requiring and 
owning of them plainly appears, in that his Powes and Preſence 
hath been, andis, from time to time manifeſt amongſt his Servants 
and Hand-maids, when ſo met, as hath been largely teſtified unto 
by many antient and faithful Servants of Chrift, which is great en- 
couragement to all that loye Truth and Righteouſneſs, and that 
do Qefire the proſperity ef the Truth and of one another, therein 
tokeep them, in the meek and quiet Spirit: and take heed of ftri- 
ving with them that are in the oppoſition, feſt you hurt your 


ſclycs, and thereby burthen the twnder Life in your ſelves, ,in which 


pure tender Life you ſhall qut-live all Oppoſition, and thatwill dye. 
and wither; for all that have not Nouriſhment from the Root, 
which is Chriſt, -will dye of it ſelf, which we have fecn from time 
to ye. 

B 2 &-: Hae 


—_ 


C123 


And therefore, ill dear Friends, go on and keep: your Meetings 
'in the Name and :Fear of the Lord, that yeu may ftill feel his 
Power and Prefence amongQ you, and-then it is no matter what 
any ſay againſt nk unto whoſe Power 1 commit yeu all, who 


deſires your Proſperity as my own, who can, and do teſtific, that 
I have been truly refrefhed with the :Power .and Preſence of the 
Lord, both in Mens and 'Womens Mectinge, by, and in which 
Power; \the *Lord hath laid a neceſſity upon me to bear my Teſtis 
mony, That . they arc.ſet:up in the Power and Wiſdom of God ; 
and blefſed are they that keep them inthe ſame, and they that 
prom them , oppole the Work of Ged, and will come te 
AOLsS - \ kt. , 
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' A ND now, dear People, who come into our Mee- 
A tings, from time to time, and hear the Truth 
declared, and are convinced in JRun Judgments by it, 
and your {Underſtandings cloſes with it, and many 
times your Conſciences are awakened by the powerful 
preaching of the Word of Life, in which your Hearts 
are tendred, and the Eye of your Underftandings then 
being opened, you thereby ſec your ſelves, and feel 
ſomething of the Preciouſneſs of the Truth declared ; 
but for want of bowing thereunto, withal your Hearts 
and Souls, and giving up to be led and guided thereby, 
the Enemy prevails again, hoſe work it 15 to darken 
the Mind and cloſe the Eye, which God by his power- 
Fl Truth bcgua to open, whereby you may come to - 
. . Be. 
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the Way toReft, and then cemes the Savour of the Vir? 
tue which you felt-whilft you were hearing the Truth; 
andwhilſt the Tenderneſs remained upon you, to be loſt; 
whereby the Apoſtles words come to be fulfilled 5 44a» 
hearing the word ana avth it wot, is like unto a man behold- 
ing bis natural Face in 4 Glaſs, and preſently geeth away, 
and forgetteth what manner of man he was: ſo do many 
that hear the Truth forget or negle& to obey the ſame, 
yo which no true and laſting Comfort-can be ca- 
joye 
Dear People, 1 do not write in this manner to accuſe 
any of you, or becauſeT would have you leave coming to 
our Meetings, no; the Lord knows, but to clear my 
Conſcience, as a Friend to your Souls, I beſeech you 
tolay hold of the Scepter of Gods Mercy, while it is held 
forth unto you, and come away to the Feaſt, while the 
Door is open. Oh! how have I ſeen, both in City and 
' Country, ſome that have-come to our Meetipgs, in the 
'time of Truth being declared, their Minds bowed and 
their Hearts broken before the Lord, ſo that I have been 
ready to conclude, That ſurely this Man or Woman 
muſt needs cleave to the Lord with all their Hearts. 
and obey his Truth, which now they are fo much af. 
feed with ; but it bath too often proved otherwiſe, 
whereby Chrift's words have been fulfilled, who ſayes; 
That after the Word is received with Foy, the Ememy 
comes and takes the Word out of their Hearts, and ſome for the 
love of the World, and ſome for fear of Perſecution, the 
ood Seed, that begun to put forth, comes to be choaked, 
aud thereby they are made Unfruitful;, But the Honeſt 
receive the Secd > which is the Truth , _ their 
2aTrts- 


; . 014.) : 
Hearts, and give up the Rrength of -cheir defires unto” 


it,” they ar; made Fruitful unto God by it, and the 


Lord bleſs; them ia it, and gives them Peace of Con= . 
ſojence 1n this World, and Alyrance oi Glury in the: - 


World to come, which 13 wore precious and prom 
fitable, than all that can be parted withal for his 
ſake: Oh / that you therefore may come to be found 


Doers of the Will of God, and not Hearers only, is 
the Deſire of my Soul for you all; for this is the Day - 


of your Viſitation, in which the Lord is calling -of 


7ou, and ſtriving with you, to gather' you unto 
himſelf; that ſoyou may come to be made Pertakers - 


of his Everlaſting Riches that fadeth not away, which 1s 


the Portion Idefire for your all, and which is the Feaſt. 
you have been often invited unto, in the Name of the 


the Lord, by his Servants and Meſſengers. Oh ! come 
away, for the Lord hath furniſhed his Table; and if 
you make Excuſes, and will not come unto him, by 
turning unto his pure Light and Grace, which leads 
unto him, and obey the ſame, unto. which you have 
been direfted by his Servants, the Lord will be Dif- 
pleaſed, and you, through your own Negle@, will be 
ſhut out; and a People the Lord will have, that ſhall 
pertake of his free Merciess 


So, dear People, prize your Time, whil/t you have 
it, and whilſt the Lord is ftriving, and Chriſt is knock- 
ing by his Cpnvincements, by his Light in your Con- 
ſciences, open unto him, that he may come in unto 
your Hearts, and that you by his Power may be prepa- 
xed and enabled to ſerve-the Lord, whilft you are in 
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this World, that you may reſt with all'his Redeemed 
Ones, when Time ſhall be no more here y then ſhall my 
Deſire be anſwered in writing to you in this manner, 
which is my true Deſire for you all, who am 


_ Tour True Friend, 


Samuel Cater. 
4 
Elye Priſon, where lam 4 Sufferer for my Obedience unts 
theLord,nnaer the Corrupt Wills of men becauſe 1cannot 
for Conſcience ſake diſobey the Command of Feſws Chriſt, 


nor joywwith thePrieſts in their Carnal and Dark Way of = 
Worſbip, the 6th Moneth, 1680, : 


